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RESIDENCY OVERVIEW

iLAND (Interdisciplinary Laboratory for Art, Nature, and Dance) is soliciting proposals for the 2012 iLAB Col-
laborative Residency Program based in New York City. The iLAB residency supports collaborations between 
movement-based artists and scientists, environmentalists, urban designers/landscape architects, architects and 
others that integrate creative practices within their different fields and disciplines. Through the iLAB Residency 
Program, iLAND seeks to: 
• Invigorate and re-imagine relationships between the public and the urban environment through kinetic experi-

ence;
• Support thought-provoking and substantive collaborations that result in innovative methods of exploring, 

understanding, and explaining cities and the environment.
• Facilitating long-range, open-ended collaborations that value process over product, drawing inspiration from 

the concepts of improvisation, indeterminacy, and inquiry. 

The 2012 iLAB Residency Program will last from May to October of 2012. Every iLAB residency is expected to 
integrate the following themes, methods, and concerns: 
• Focus – using a well-defined research topic to facilitate and inspire collaborative processes
• Research methods – exploring, using, and re-crafting research methods from different disciplines
• Common language – facilitating communication within the group when words have different meaning to 

people of different backgrounds
• Documentation – capturing the moments of coming together in-process rather than simply capturing an end 

product or event
• Component of site – working on (and with) a particular site and treating the site itself as a collaborator in the 

process; negotiating distance and proximity to site throughout the process
• Solo/collaboration – finding balance between individual space and working collectively

iLAND provides up to $7,000 toward artists fees, supplies, and materials for each residency. iLAND does not 
provide funding for travel or lodging related to the residencies. 

Please read APPENDIX 1: RESIDENCY PROCESS AND PRODUCT for more details. 
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PROPOSAL MILESTONES AND APPLICATION CHECKLIST

Milestone 1:  
Date:   
Location:

Details: 

Application Seminar
15 October 2011
T.B.D. 

Collaboration is a cornerstone of the iLAB Residency Program. Meet potential collaborators and 
share ideas for projects in 2012 at this open Application Seminar. Ask questions and learn more 
about the application process and residency outcomes. Anyone interested in applying for the 
residency is strongly encouraged, but not required, to attend. For reservations and more informa-
tion please email info@ilandart.org. 

Milestone 2:  
Date:   
Location:

Details: 

First Round Letter of Inquiry
1 December 2011
info@ilandart.org AND 

In a brief, 2-page Letter of Inquiry (“LOI”), describe your ideas for: 1) Developing creative 
collaborative process with one or more partners in fields other than your own; 2) Describe your 
interest in a specific area or aspect of NYC’s urban ecology; and 3) Describe some initial ideas 
for engaging the public in your residency and for documenting your work. Refer to APPENDIX 
2: iLAB CORE VALUES and consider how they will be reflected in your proposed residency. 
Please include email contact information for the primary applicant. 

Note: Confirmed collaborators are not necessary for submitting an LOI for review. If you are 
selected to advance to a second round of review, you will be assigned an iLAND advisor to help 
you build your proposal and find collaborators in the NYC area. 

Milestone 3:  
Date:   
Location:

Details: 

Notification of Second Round Advancement
3 January 2012
n/a

Applicants chosen to advance to the second round of review will be notified by iLANDstaff via 
email on this date.
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Milestone 4:  
Date:   
Location:

Details: 

Full Application Due 
1 March 2012
info@ilandart.org 
iLand 2012 iLAB Residency | 140 Second Avenue #501 | NY, NY 10003

Your proposal should describe your plans for developing a creative collaborative process be-
tween everyone involved in the project.  These processes can emerge from exchanging research 
methodologies, proposing the design of a new research or performance strategy, or some com-
bination of the two. The residencies focus on collaborative process more than they focus on the 
development of a final project. Projects may include but are not limited to fieldwork, experi-
ments, performances, installations, workshops, restoration projects or any combinations thereof.

Full proposals must include: 
• A complete Application Cover Sheet
• Names and biographical details for each collaborator (limit 1 page per person)
• Project Narrative (3 pages maximum) including:

• A description of your project with a clear discussion of the goals and implementation of 
the collaborative process and its engagement with New York City ecology, taking into 
account the “themes, methods, and concerns” described on Page 1 of this RFP. 

• A proposal for possible approaches to public engagement that will take place during the 
residency

• A discussion of the long-term sustainability of the collaboration, or of the project as a 
whole

• Work samples (one per collaborator)
• Work samples can include videos, image, writings, research studies or reports. Please 

submit video work by uploading to Vimeo and supplying a URL. Instructions for submit-
ting all other materials will be provided by iLAND staff upon being asked to submit a 
full proposal. 

• Submit a brief Work Sample Narrative that guides the committee in the best way to view/
experience your materials. We highly suggest that you cue videos, viewing order for im-
ages and drawings, and mark selections from writings, studies and reports.

• Please label work samples clearly with collaborator name, year of work and title of work.
• Letters of Commitment from each collaborator

• Include availability during the residency.
• All collaborators must attend required meetings with the staff of iLAND to plan docu-

mentation, press materials, scheduling and other aspects of the residency as well as the 
collaborative process workshop scheduled at the beginning of the residency period.
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Milestone 5:  
Date:   
Location:

Details: 

Final Notification
30 March 2012
n/a

Applicants chosen for the 2012 residency will be notified by iLAND staff by email on this date. 
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SELECTION CRITERIA

Proposals will be selected based on the project’s ability to provide a clear collaborative process, its engagement 
with the ecology of New York City and its ability to engage the public with the creative process of the collabora-
tion. The selection committee will place an emphasis on innovation, experimentation and the long-term lifespan 
of the collaboration or project. Note that the selection committee will spend up to 20 minutes on each collabora-
tion’s collection of samples.
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APPENDIX 1: RESIDENCY PROCESS AND PRODUCT

Collaborative Support
iLAND will work with you to schedule and plan for a successful residency from the start. We will provide you 
with a set of  proposed approaches to deepen and stimulate your collaborative process over the residency period. 
This process will be initiated in a workshop with past iLAB residents and Jennifer Monson. This approach is 
designed to open up ways of thinking about your particular project and to draw on the past experience of the 
residency program.

Documentation
Documenting and archiving the development of creative process is a central part of the Residency. Residents  
will be actively involved in shaping and participating in the documentation.  iLAND board members and staff 
will serve as mentors throughout your process, inciting conversation through interviews and helping to integrate 
alternative forms of documentation into your work.  In addition to these encounters iLAND will provide technical 
support with web sites, video, and photo documentation.

Residency Schedules
Schedules can be flexible to accommodate the team’s needs, but all collaborators must be on site together in New 
York City for a minimum of two weeks. This time can be spread out over the period of the residency (during the 
months of May through October 2012). All collaborators must attend required meetings with iLAND staff to plan 
documentation, press materials, scheduling and other aspects of the residency as well as the collaborative process 
workshop scheduled at the beginning of the residency period. Residents may be eligible to apply for a second year 
of renewed support based on the progress of your initial residency.
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APPENDIX 2: iLAB CORE VALUES

As you prepare a Letter of Inquiry and a Final Application, please keep in mind the following core values behind 
the iLAB Residency: 
• Exchanging knowledge through collaborative process
• Engaging with the landscape/system or site as an active collaborator
• Re-orienting knowledge production through embodied, kinetic experience
• Fostering innovative connections across disciplines to gain new perspectives on complex systems.
• Activating ethical connections between humans and natural systems through open-ended and participatory 

performances and events
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